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Executive Registty

SETTIL

99 SEP 1972

The Honorable J. W, Fulbright, Chairman
Committee on Foreign Relations

United States Senate

Washington, D, C., 20510

My dear Mr. Chairmans

This is in response to your recent letter regarding
the declassification of certain OSS documents relating to
China and Indochina. We will be glad to work with Mr. Robert
Blum, of the Committee staff, on this matter. If he will meet.
with us and identify which specific documents you would like
declassified from among the extensive files he has reviewed,
we will be glad to give your requests every consideration,

Sincerely,
R'uc\la'd Helms
Richard Helms
Director
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;! START SYMINGTON, MO, JACOB K. JAVITS, N.Y.
\g;‘A-:sBevRP;ECPGEé-é.,“?YJO- HUGH SCOTT, PA, *
. . JAME:! . .
SALEWNCOEEWNT.  IAMES B reAmson, Kans Vlnifed Dlates Denafle
WILLIAM B, SPONG, JR., VA,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
CARL MARCY, CHIEF OF STAFF
ARTHUR M. KUHL, CHIEF CLERK WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

September 12, 1972

The Honorable Richard Helms
Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Helms:

I appreciate the cooperation your staff has given
our Committee researcher Robert Blum by granting him
access to 0SS files relating to China and Indochina.

He informs me that they contain valuable documents that
would be useful primary source material for historians
examining American involvement in those areas.

T would therefore be grateful for the Central
Intelligence Agency declassifying those documents for
publication in a Foreign Relations Committee print.
Mr. Blum will be glad to work with your staff on this
matter.

Again, I express my appreciation for your coopera-
tion. I personally look forward to reading this material,
particularly the reports filed by Captain Frank White
from Hanoi in late 1945 and early 1946. Mr. White, as
you may know, was a witness before our Committee last May.

Sincerely,
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14 June 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: OSS Records

1. Mr. Robert M. Blum, Senate Foreign Relations Comrnittee staff,
visited Headquarters as a followup to Chairman J. W. Fulbright's letter
request of 16 May concerning records of OSS missions in China aund Indochina
during the second World War and met with Mr. Harry Little, Deputy for
Inforrmation Processing, ISD, and| |OLC. After reviewing
with Mr, Blum the inherent limitations in the files available due to the nature
of O58 reports and the scattering of files to State, Archives, and Army,
as well as SSU, on the disbandment of OSS, it was agreed that we would N
search out such reports as may be available in the SSU files relating to the
specific areas of interest outlined by Mr. Blum and make them available. for
his review here at Headquarters., Mr, Blum appeared quite satisfied with
this arrangement.

2. Mz, Blum identified his chief areas of interest as team reports
emanating from the north as well as team reports from Hanoi in the south;
reports of meetings or contacts with Ho Chi Minh and listing of supplies or
equipment furnished to Ho; reports of the mission to Yunnan (which received
some publicity early this vear on TV); reports from Hanoi filed by

Feports from Saigon
He is particularly

interested 1n any pnotographs that might be contained with the reports,

3. Mr. Blum was advised that we would put a man on the job of
secarching out such reports from unsegregated files and that| |
would call him in a week or so to give Mr. Blum a progress report on the
success of our efforts. Mr, Blum said this would be fine that he was not
in any particular rush but that he would need to follow through in these areas
due to the personal interest that has developed on the part of Chairman
Fulbright,
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4. Mr. Blum is apparently quite knowledgeable aboul the achivities
of the various missions operating in China and Indochina during the last
year of the war and the year immediately following World War II. Ile noted,
in passing, that he hoped that we would be able to trace the reporting procedures
followed by persons such as in reporting from Hanoi to determine
what disposition had been made of such reports and to determine whether
the information contained therein had ever been forwarded to Washington.
He also noted that the Committee had learned from testimony that it has
received that OS5 was an ad hoc organization insofar as reporting methods
STATINTL and procedures utilized in overseas areas and realized that the tracing of
reports might be extremely difficult. He mentioned he had met also with

STATINTL

NTL ]
STATI a2 former Agency emnlovee whnose hnn'!rl
will b&dXT
published later in the year. '
‘ 5. Mr. Little's office will identify and gather together the material
suggested by Mr, Blum's outline, It will then be necessary to review the
material prior to review by Mr, Blum. STATINTL
r
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23 May 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: Legislative Counsel

SUBJECT . OS5 Records

Per the Director's meeting, would you arrange,with Mr. Little,
to get in touch with Mr. Blum in connection with the attached lagg?r.
The basic line we will follow is that it is quite impractical to coééider
authorizing Mr. Blum free acceés jnto this material but that we.:;xin
jook for the material in which he iu interested and make such oi 1&

available as we can over time. Please keep the Director adviaeﬁ” of

the steps you take on this.

WEC

W. E. Colby
Executive Director-Comptroller

WEC:sfc
Distribution:
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1 - ExDir
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bled a special research staff to study American lnvolve-
ment in China and Indochina. Because the roots of Amevri-
can involvement date back to the Second World War, our

rosearch staff finds it necessary to examine our wartime
0.5.85. missions in those areas. The Committee wopes fox

your cooperation in this effort.

nce yvour material on O. ”.S._activity in China and

ina are both wvoluminous and inaccessible to perusal,
avpreciate your granting access to 5.5.U. files
areas to Mr. Robexri M. Blum of the Committee

realize that some of this material is still

éred sensit jv 1 will of course be handled with

soect and papers arising from it will be subjeci Lo

¢ n{@dssary for publicaiion.

us

Approved For Release 2007/02/07 : CIA-RDP74B00415R000100120030-1

STATINTL




Approved For helease 2007/02/07 : CIA-RDP74B00415R000100120030-1

Approved For Release 2007/02/07 : CIA-RDP74B00415R000100120030-1



o Approved For Release 2007/02/07 : CIA-RDP74B00415R000100120030-1

iMER WILL CHECK CLASSIFICATION TOP AND BOTTOM :
NCLASSIFIED | | CONFIDENTIAL | | SECRET

OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

TO NAME AND.ADDRESS DATE INITIALS
i -
5 Tha [t —n 40 7
1 | Thz Director 1 9]88p 1972 | v
2 My, HMaury
3
+ |
5
5 |/ .
+/ | ACTION DIRECT REPLY PREPARE REPLY |
APPROVAL | DispaTCH | RECOMMENDATION {
LOMMENT FILE RETURM
COMCUARENGE - INFORMATION SIGNMATURE ’
. ae [ 1
Remarks: e
__M A
s y \ Lo ) y . Ao gﬂ"""
51,:\.‘:‘?“' oo % AT / NN b Ve,

A b o

A Lo ; i
Wse v AMAL L A St -~§.—-~-« Buv i

£

A ) E u:ﬁt‘,;k S
TR (VNS U S et ) ,
-
S . J—«. _.'l._"l ™, i
_\.;‘,L—‘;;wxb,‘““#:! /}A/“ i‘;\d;%_—‘_ L N M
R A, R S e T T 2 "«l:{r 3
e PRtV v
£ N ¥ s v b ;v‘/
g Lo K
h
FOLD HERE TO RETURNMN TO SENDER '
FROM: MAME, ADDRESS AND PHOME NO. DATE
{7 ] UNCLASSIFIED | | CONFIDENTIAL | SECRET
o’H o, 1;)37 Usz pravious edifians (<0

Approved For Release 2007/02/07 : CIA-RDP74B00415R000100120030-1



STATINTL

STATINTL . :},J_

MAME AND ADDRZSS DATE td T l_}_\_‘:S:
itive Director-Comoptrojler -
3 %
2
4
3
&
ABTION DIREST RIPLY PREPARE NEPLY
| aPPA0YAL DISPAYLH. AECDMMINDATION
SO FILE HETURH
SOHCUR {HFORMATIDH SIGNATYRE
e . st
SINATHES 2
I have sent copies to Messrs. Coffey,
Karamessines, Maury, and Little and suggest
that these are the appropriate people to
participate in a meeting.
L
1
1
' LRHouston
,5
=
'{ FOLD HERE TO RETUAN TO SEMDER

NEAME,

TDOL Hys

—

AMDT PHONE NO.

[ CONFIDRNTIAL, ]

Ty
187 2 W

52 previeus editions

Approved For Release 2007/02/07 : CIA-RDP74B00415R000100120030-1



El UNCLAS&lﬁlfered Fol Belgypamio7/02/07 : CIA-RDP74B004 $OMFIDRFIN030-1  [] SECRET

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET
SUBJECT: (Optional)
FROM: EXTENSION | NO.
DATE
Legislative Counsel 20 September 1972 STATINTL
TO: (Officer designation, room number, and DATE
building) OFFICER'S COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom
RECEIVED | FORWARDED INITIALS to whom. Draw a line across column after each comment.)
1.
- We are holding this for
— cc: Iil';?ler Jack Maury's return tomorrow
e but you might have some inputs
for the Director's meeting.
> STATINTL
4,
Acting Legislative Counsel
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14,
15.
Approved For ReleaJe 2007/02/07 : CIA-RDP74800415R000100120030-1

e 610

E PREVIOUS
EDITIONS

[ ] SECRET

(] CONFIDENTIAL

] LNSTEERJ":‘LLY [] UNCLASSIFIED



Ap

+

A - ER WI|LL CHECK CLASSIFICATION TOP AND BOTTOM
- Approy S K el 200 TT0F 040N AR (AE(04 TFRONG00120030-

<7 OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP
TO NAME AND ADDRESS DATE INITIALS.
1 { The Director 1 9| SEP 1972 IJ\'&/
I
2 Mr. Mawry
3
4
5
6
$/ ACTION DIRECT REPLY PREPARE REPLY
APPROVAL DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
COMMENT FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE - INFORMATION | SIGNATURE
Remarks:

%.*‘ P ?d’ T‘g&}& s “’“"“BM

P : i

\‘,F}x:‘{}\w), p._ \;\} Wﬁﬁwg@m AASAL
{ y

R

oA T

il oot Mhaase
o ;t»_;;_*; PR M‘ ) W’b/ f\”:‘-"&

FAA It W t‘\-y\,/&l‘ !\‘&"-“T“' AN é\"ﬁ%‘(”!" é o, V’
1%
‘vv\

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. DATE

UNCL

cONT Wﬁ%ﬁﬁpﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁ@vw-1

FIIIM NO 237

Use previous editions (40)




